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Aaron Persinger 
will attend the 
University of 

Memphis  
this fall.

FWHS student follows  
AVID path to academic success
If it weren’t for the AVID program, Federal Way High School 

senior Aaron Persinger might have taken the easy path through 
high school. And that easy path, he acknowledges, wouldn’t 

have led him to the university of his dreams.

“My schedule would have been ridiculously easy, probably not 
impressive to admissions counselors,” Persinger said. “You’re 
supposed to push yourself. 
But in the regular classes, I 
would just want to hang out.  
I wouldn’t want to work very 
hard.”

Persinger instead signed up 
for the AVID elective his 
freshman year—and that 
road, to paraphrase Robert 
Frost, made all the difference.
Like all participants are encouraged to, he remained 
enrolled in the program throughout his four years at 
Federal Way High School. 

AVID stands for Advancement Via Individual 
Determination. It’s an international college-readiness 
program that is offered as an elective in all Federal 
Way secondary schools, and many elementary schools. 
The program prepares students for college using 
a rigorous curriculum centered on writing, 
inquiry, collaboration and reading. Students 
receive additional tutoring, go on field trips to 
colleges, hear from speakers about different 
careers, and work on goal setting and 
organizational skills. 

 Parent survey open

The district received over 2,200 
responses to its online parent 

survey in November, and the data 
and comments gathered are proving 
valuable in guiding planning by 
individual schools, and the district.

The survey is being offered a second 
time in order to see if there are any 
changes in parents’ perceptions, and to 
continue collecting information to guide 
the comprehensive family engagement 
work done through the district’s Family 
and Community Partnership Office. The 
survey will be online April 1- May 15. 
Look for a link on the district website.

Standards-based 
education prepares 
district for Common Core

Federal Way Public Schools is preparing 
for a seamless transition when 

Washington state begins testing students 
using national Common Core State 
Standards in 2014-2015. The work we’ve 
done with standards-based education 
will make the implementation of Common 
Core State Standards smoother for our 
staff and students. 

These standards are part of a state-led, 
national initiative. Washington joined 
the vast majority of states in adopting the 
Common Core Standards in July, 2011. 

Like the standards implemented by 
the district as part of standards-based 
education, Common Core State Standards 
are a set of learning expectations that 
progress logically from kindergarten to 
12th grade. They ensure that educators 
from Washington to Massachusetts will 
teach and assess students on the same  
skills and knowledge.

To date, the standards have been 
established in two subjects: English 
language arts and mathematics. In Federal 
Way, the power standards for English 
language arts and mathematics will be 
prioritized to align to the Common Core 
Standards. 

For more information about Common Core 
State Standards, visit www.k12.wa.us/
CoreStandards/.

For more information about what you can 
do at home and what will be taught at 
each grade level, see The Parent Guides to 
Success [http://pta.org/parents/content.
cfm?ItemNumber=2583] from the National 
PTA Association. Spanish translations are 
available [http://pta.org/parents/content.
cfm?ItemNumber=2910#esp]. 

“Aaron is a real-life 
example of how  

to make the dream  
of college happen,  

for our students  
and staff alike.”

—Yattah Reed, who has been 
Aaron’s AVID teacher  

for four years

The first thing Persinger learned in his AVID class was how to 
take effective notes, and how to organize his notebook. “My notes 
used to be all over the place, and my binder was horrific,” he said. 

With his notebook clean and his study skills honed, Persinger was 
ready to tackle the rigorous classes his AVID teacher encouraged 
him to sign up for. He took almost a full load of Cambridge and 
other advanced classes. The two hours of tutoring each week 
that Persinger received as an AVID student helped. “I knew if I 
struggled, I’d be able to get the help I needed,” he said. 

Now, Persinger is preparing to graduate with a 4.0 GPA and 
both academic and sports scholarships to attend the University 

of Memphis. Thanks to the scholarships, his 
tuition will be almost entirely covered.

Those scholarships are another 
thing Persinger thanks AVID for. 
During his junior and senior year, 
Persinger and the other AVID 
students in his class spent one 
hour each week researching 
colleges and completing college 
and scholarship applications. 

Persinger applied for a total of 50 
scholarships. 

As he looks toward college next year, 
Persinger feels confident and prepared. 

“I feel like I know what it’s going 
to be like and I’m ready,” he 

said. “AVID definitely got 
me where I am today.”
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Read more about 
AVID from a 
teacher’s viewpoint  
on page 2.



 Educators doing remarkable work

AVID gives teacher 
greater confidence

Susan Hundrup, a teacher at Federal Way High School, 
wouldn’t be the effective, well-rounded teacher she is 
today without the AVID (Advancement Via Individual 

Determination) program.

As an American Sign Language teacher, Hundrup had found 
her comfort zone. When she was approached five years ago to 
begin teaching an AVID class, she was uncertain about the new 
challenge of teaching students research, note-taking, reading and 
writing skills. 

“I can do those things myself, but 
I wasn’t sure I could teach them to 
others,” she said. “Now, because 
of the AVID training, I’m more 
confident in my teaching.”

AVID is an international college-
readiness program that is offered 
as an elective in Federal Way 
Public Schools. The program 
prepares students for college 
using a rigorous curriculum 
centered on writing, inquiry, 
collaboration and reading. 
Students receive additional 
tutoring, go on field trips to 
colleges, hear from speakers 
about different careers, and 
work on goal setting and 

organizational skills. AVID is offered at all of 
the district’s secondary schools and some elementary schools. 

As an AVID teacher, Hundrup benefits from annual summer 
training conferences, and additional training at the district and 
school levels. In fact, all teachers at Federal Way High School, 
and many throughout the district, receive additional training in 
AVID teaching strategies, since AVID plays such a major role in 
the culture at many of our schools. 

“AVID has impacted me as a teacher by giving me strategies to help 
kids get organized and improve their reading and writing. I’ve loved 
every AVID teacher training class I’ve ever taken,” Hundrup said. 

The most amazing part of being an AVID teacher, so far, has 
been watching her first AVID class graduate after working with 
them for four years, Hundrup said. “It’s been thrilling for me to 
look back at their growth from young freshmen to mature seniors 
who rocked this school with their leadership and involvement,” 
she said. “When they graduated, it was almost like when my own 
daughters graduated from high school.”

Many of those students, now in college, have remained in contact 
with Hundrup. “They are loving college, using their AVID skills 
and succeeding,” she said. “Some of them, it seemed like I had to 
harangue all the time to get their work done. And now, they’re 
getting a 3.0 or a 3.1—they’re doing so well.” 

AVID teacher training is available to teachers throughout the 
district. Many teachers, whether or not they have an AVID class, 
use AVID teaching strategies in their 
classrooms. The strategies have been 
shown to benefit all students.

Federal Way Public Schools Equity and 
Achievement Director Erin Jones was 
honored as a Champion of Change 

during an event at the White House 
February 26. The award was given to ten 
leaders throughout the country who have devoted their time and 
efforts to helping further education among African Americans. 

Jones has been involved with education for the past 18 years 
as a volunteer, a private and public school teacher, a late 
night program director and an instructional coach. She was 
with the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI) from 2005 until joining FWPS in March 2012. 
With OSPI, she oversaw the creation of the Center for 
the Improvement of Student Learning (CISL) and served 
as OSPI’s assistant superintendent of student achievement.

She has been a member of numerous boards and committees, 
including the state’s 2008 Education Opportunity Gap Oversight 
and Accountability Committee, which delved into how to 
establish strategy and collaborate with key community members. 
“I’ve learned that the answers are always in a community, and the 
key to getting to the answer is to bring the community together,” 
Jones remarked.

In 2008, while a teacher with Spokane Public Schools, Jones 
was selected as the Educator of the Year by the Milken Family 
Foundation. She was also honored as the Educator of the Year by 
the Washington State Black Trade Unionists in 2001. Fluent in 
four languages, Jones also received the Most Innovative Foreign 
Language Teacher in 2006 by the Washington Association for 
Language Teaching.

The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for 
African Americans, which sponsors the Champion of Change 
awards, was established by an executive order signed by President 
Obama in 2012. Read more at www.whitehouse.gov/champions/
educational-excellence-for-african-americans/erin-jones  and 
www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/02/26/closing-gaps. 

“Our children cannot be described by achievement gaps,” Erin 
wrote for the White House blog. “The system—public education 
and American culture, in general—has created gaps in opportunity 
and expectation, and it is my goal to be part of closing those gaps.”

“Our children 
cannot be  

described by  
achievement  

gaps.”
 —Erin Jones,  
 FWPS Director of 

Equity and  
Achievement

Susan Hundrup stays in 
touch with many AVID 
students after they move 
on to college.

Federal Way High School Rebuild Timeline

We’re not just building schools.

We’re building
      community.

2016

2015

2014

2013

2012
Input Winter 2012 – Spring 2013

Site selection March 2013

Permit process Spring 2014

2017

Fine tuning:  
landscaping,  
athletic fields  
2017– 2018

Construction begins Fall 2014

Site improvements Summer 2013

20182018

Occupancy/opening Fall 2016

Completion 2018

Design  
2013 – 2015

Ongoing  
construction  
2014 – 2018

White House honors 
Erin Jones as  
a Champion  
of Change

Tracking the progress 
of the new Federal 
Way High School

There’s a lot happening between now 
and the fall of 2016, when the doors 

of the new Federal Way High School 
open. In fact, we won’t be entirely finished 
when the doors open—work on campus 
landscaping and athletic fields will 
continue through 2017 and into 2018. 

Work is already underway. Superintendent 
Rob Neu and the board of directors are 
consulting with the architects and using 
public input to narrow down site choices 
for the new high school. The site decision 
will be made this spring to allow the 
district to complete critical groundwork this 
summer to move the project along. 

Other capital levy projects
Two other projects funded by the 2012 
capital levy, playgrounds and security 
cameras, are also getting underway. The 
two school playgrounds ranked most in 
need of replacement, Silver Lake and Lake 
Dolloff, will be rebuilt this summer, as will 
Mark Twain Elementary’s playground. The 
complete schedule for playground work is 
on the capital levy webpage. The URL is 
below.

TAFA and Woodmont 
named schools of 
distinction 

The Technology Access Foundation 
(TAF) Academy and Woodmont K-8 

School were both named 2012 School of 
Distinction Award winners by the Center 
for Educational Effectiveness. Both schools 
earned the award in the middle school 
category.

The annual award honors schools that 
have made substantial gains in student 
achievement. The award is based on 
students’ improvement in combined state 
reading and math test scores over the last 
five years.

“The School of Distinction Award is well-
deserved by both TAF Academy and 
Woodmont,” Superintendent Rob Neu 
commented. “Our schools are taking 
innovative approaches to improve student 
achievement, and their hard work is  
paying off.”

 Student achievement

 Framing our future

Federal Way High School  
rebuild timeline
We’ve set up a way that everyone 
can keep up with FWHS 
construction and other capital 
improvements taking place.
Bookmark this web page: www.
fwps.org/info/capitallevy/
Time lines are on the page for 
both rebuilding Federal Way High 
School and for replacing school 
playgrounds. The page also has a 
“What’s Happening Now” section, 
and “What’s Coming Next”. 

Erin Jones,  
FWPS Equity and  
Achievement Director


